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Creating your Bespoke Overview 
 
Once you have finalised your order for Pathways to Write Mixed-Age, you will receive your units, 
teaching PowerPoints and a key document pack. All the documents sent (listed on page 11), are PDF 
versions for easy printing and referencing, except for one document: P2W Set 1+2 Mixed-Age 
Overview for Schools. This document should be edited by yourselves to create your own school’s 
overview or long-term plan for English. 
 
Each ‘Texts and Outcomes’ page should be deleted as appropriate depending on which books you 
have chosen: 

 
You may wish to remove the text title and outcome row depending on the book you have chosen 

from the mastery keys pages e.g. in the example below, if your school was using the ‘Lost and Found’ 

unit, you could delete the whole second row related to ‘Meesha Makes Friends’.  The rest will 

remain the same as the skills are the same for both set 1 and set 2 units: 
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The Plans and Teaching Sequence 
 

Each unit of work is expected to last 4-6 weeks. The teaching sequence of each unit comprises 15 
sessions, but each session may take longer than an actual lesson depending on the class. The 
programme is designed to allow teachers to have ownership rather than feeling that it should be 
followed in the same way by everyone.  
 

Pathways to Write Mixed-Age follows a Mastery-learning model. Key skills are taught and repeated; 
there are multiple opportunities throughout each unit to use and apply the skills until they can be 
mastered fully. Within each sequence, there are many opportunities for incidental short-burst 
writing with an extended written outcome by the end of each unit.  
 

The ideas and work are pitched at age related expectations, but there are suggested activities for 
greater depth pupils in most lessons and for every final writing outcome. For pupils below ARE, it is 
important that planning is personalised and we give guidance on page 8 to support this. 
 

Planning follows the sequence below: 

• Session 1: Gateway  
This is an opportunity to hook the pupils into the context of learning and to assess previously 
taught mastery skills. A short writing task is set at the end of this session to assess the 
application of Gateway skills. (The focus is on assessment of previously taught skills and is 
not intended to assess pupils on skills or genres that they have not been taught before.) 
Where pupils are struggling to apply and to use Gateways keys, these should be built into 
the planning of the unit to ensure more personalised learning.  

• Sessions 2-11: Pathway 
In this section, the Mastery skills are introduced with many opportunities along the way to 
practise and apply these skills in different writing tasks. The tasks use genres that the pupils 
will be most familiar with such as character or setting descriptions, dialogue, diary entries, 
instructions, poetry and sentence work, providing a range of on-going evidence for writing 
assessment.   

• Sessions 12-15: Writeway 
This final section of the sequence comprises of 4 sessions. It begins with sectioning and 
sequencing texts using a model. If the final outcome is narrative based, then this will usually 
be the text which has been read or for younger pupils a shortened version to support re-
telling has been included. If the outcome is a non-fiction text, then a model will be available 
in the resource section. Two sessions have been allocated for the writing of the text in the 
Writeaway, but this may be extended depending on the year group and what is being 
written. Suggestions have been made as to how this could be structured but it needs to be 
responsive to pupils’ needs. Within the Writeaway, pupils are encouraged to plan, write, 
check, edit, re-draft and publish as required; with the focus on using and applying the 
mastery skills they have been taught.  
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The Keys: Gateway, Mastery and Feature 
 
The keys are listed at the start of each unit.  

• Gateway keys are the skills that should have been 
previously taught.  

• Mastery keys are the main skills that will be 
focused on throughout the unit. The symbol is 
used each time there is a focus on a mastery skill. 

• Feature keys are the features of the writing genre 
that is the outcome for each unit. Each set of 
Feature keys has the same structure – vocabulary 
of the genre, how sentences and tenses are used 
and the overall structure of each one. 

 
 
 
Feature keys 
 
Each unit builds to a final outcome in a range of different genres; Feature keys support pupils and 
teachers with writing in those genres. Feature keys have the same structure – vocabulary 
appropriate to the genre, how sentences and tenses are used and the overall structure of each. The 
Feature keys ensure that there is both consistency within the teaching of a genre across school and 
progression with the genre outcomes across year groups. The Feature Keys Progression document is 
a comprehensive guide on the features of each specific writing genre used within Pathways to Write. 
 

 
 
Within each year group, a range of genres ensure the breadth required by the national curriculum is 
achieved. These are both non-fiction and fiction with the Feature keys of the latter broken down into 
areas such as myths, fables, historical and fantasy. Not all genres are covered in every year group but 
writing outcomes have been carefully chosen to suit each specific year group. Some outcomes are 
hybrid texts which require pupils to write in a mix of genres e.g. information and explanation. 
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Coverage of National Curriculum Skills 
 
All objectives for each year group linked to spoken language, reading comprehension, and writing 
composition are planned across the programme. These are included on page 2 of each unit. 
Additionally, they are detailed in the left-hand column for years 1, 3, 5 and the right-hand column for 
years 2, 4, 6 in the lesson planning notes: 
 

  
 
 
  

English national curriculum elements not included in Pathways to Write 
 
There are many opportunities for the application of phonics and spelling within the programme. 
However, schools will need to have their own phonics, spelling and handwriting programmes in 
place to ensure that all aspects of these are covered. 
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Working Wall Suggestions 
 
At the start of each unit, there is a suggestion for creating a working wall. It is recommended that 
mastery keys are displayed so that pupils are clear on the writing focus for the half term. There 
should be a vocabulary list and space to display ongoing modelled writing. The working wall can be 
used flexibly to remind pupils of their learning and to immerse them in the text. Here is a suggested 
working wall: 

 
Developing Vocabulary 

 
Alongside key writing skills, Pathways to Write also builds in extensive opportunities to develop and 
apply vocabulary. Vocabulary is identified in every unit and guidance is given on tiers of vocabulary 
and of the vocabulary that is developed within the unit. This includes opportunities for application of 
the word list words for years 3/4 and years 5/6 and common exception words for year 1 and year 2: 
 

Developing vocabulary 
 

Developing a rich and varied vocabulary is a key skill which supports all areas of learning. Vocabulary 
falls into different categories: 
Tier 1 – Day to day vocabulary 
usually spoken in the simplest form 
e.g. bag, table, run, shop.  
Tier 2 – These words can have the 
same meaning as Tier 1 words. 
However, they are not used as 
frequently e.g. satchel, desk, sprint, 
grocery store. They can also be 
words which have more than one 
meaning. 
Tier 3 – These words are more 
technical and subject specific.  

 
Pathways to Write aims to develop word depth with children by developing a planned approach 
to explaining words and meaningful, repeated exposure to them. 
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Pupils Working Below Age-related Expectations  
 
There are two documents included with the programme to support teachers in tracking back skills 
for pupils working below age-related expectations: Progression in Mastery Skills and Pathways 
Overview of Objectives. If, for example, pupils in year 5 are not ready for a mastery key of using 
relative clauses, tracking back through either of the documents might take the focus back to Y1 to 
joining clauses using and, or Y2 using subordinating conjunctions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is recommended that a group of pupils with adapted mastery keys should still participate in whole 
class Pathways to Write sessions but when it comes to the writing outcome, they should focus on 
the key skills of their adapted keys. Activities and writing outcomes should be modelled then 
repeated to allow these pupils to practise and apply their mastery keys. 
 
Teachers should also consider adapting final outcomes using the Feature Keys document. Pupils 
working at year groups below should complete a more accessible final writing task which allows 
them to apply the adapted mastery keys. 
 

Some schools have also chosen to extend the Gateway section over a week to allow previously 
taught learning to be consolidated where there has been a general, whole class need. This is one of 
the benefits of the flexibility of Pathways to Write and may be the case when the programme has 
been first introduced within school where pupils may not have fully mastered some of the previously 
taught skills from the programme.  
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EYFS 
 
The books at the core of the units have been carefully selected to engage and inspire, and to provide 
plentiful opportunities for following the interests of pupils. Each unit considers the characteristics of 
effective learning and these are promoted throughout. The Plan, Do, Review model is also followed 
to encourage child-initiated learning and to respond to the interests of the child, additional 
suggestions for which are included in each unit.  
 

Although progression is clearly planned across the six half-termly units, they do not need to be 
followed chronologically. We understand that learning in early years is not linear and does not take 
place in a set 15 x 1-hour sessions. Therefore, although the structure is the same as for the rest of 
the school, we would advise teachers to use professional judgement and adapt the units to support 
the needs of each class. This might mean not doing all 15 sessions or it might mean doing certain 
activities with a small group of children. It is about picking and choosing according to children’s own 
interests and needs. 
 

Pathways to Write also has planning to support in Foundation 1 setting. This planning is written as 
mixed-age planning and has separate objectives and activities for three and four year-olds and 
children in reception, with further development and progression as the year goes on.  
 
There are now three cycles of EYFS planning to allow more freedom with choice of texts to fit in with 
the core themes in your setting. 
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Wider Curriculum Links 
 
To support schools with creating a connected curriculum, a curriculum map has been produced to 
show how the themes of the texts in Pathways to Write Mixed-Age fit within the wider curriculum 
for science, history, geography and whole-school themes.  
 

All of the Pathways to Write texts with a historical theme are ordered chronologically. All key 
themes in the national curriculum for history, geography and science have been linked to a text in 
either set 1 or set 2 units. You should choose units accordingly to match with your wider curriculum. 
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Recording and Assessment 
 
Writing Assessment Frameworks for each year group have been included in Pathways to Write for 
teachers to use as a tool to support assessment of groups or individuals. Each Framework provides 
the whole year group curriculum on a single page for ease of reference. There are frameworks for 
expected standard, working towards the expected standard and working at greater depth for each 
year group. In addition to the Assessment Frameworks, there is also an overview of Mastery keys 
which identifies the coverage of the objectives and ongoing skills on the assessment framework for 
expected standard at each year group. There is a separate document which explains the assessment 
process in more detail and supports with making assessment judgements. The document is called 
‘Assessment Guidance for Pathways to Write’. 

 

 
 
 

 

Supporting Documents 
 
There are several documents in addition to the unit plans to support teachers. Many of these have 
been referred to throughout this guide. In summary these are: 
  

• Pathways to Write Set 1 + 2 Mixed-Age Overview 

• Reading and Spoken Language Overview Mixed-Age 

• Progression in Mastery Skills  

• Feature Keys Progression  

• Assessment Frameworks Y1-Y6 

• Pathways Overview of Objectives Mixed-Age 1st year/2nd year 

• Assessment Guidance for Pathways to Write 

• Curriculum Overview Mixed-Age set 1 + 2 

• Writing Opportunities 

Please note that everything in this methodology is explained further in the ‘Introductory training 
video’. This is accessed through the portal on our website – instructions in introductory email.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Question Answer 

How does the Mixed-Age 
planning work? 

Pathways to Write Mixed-Age works on a two year cycle. Each unit 
of work centres around one text that you can share and enjoy with 
your whole class. The writing objectives are taught through the text 
with plenty of opportunities to write purposeful and meaningful 
writing tasks. To ensure full coverage of all objectives, an overview 
has been produced for Y1/2, Y3/4 and Y5/6. 

How is the teacher 
supported delivering two 
objectives to one class? 

Within each overview, two objectives were married up from both 
year groups, for example, in year 3 using conjunctions to express 
time, place and cause matches well with extending the range of 
sentences with more than one clause in year 4. Where possible, the 
objectives have been linked to support the teacher delivering the 
lesson. However, some skills do have to be taught discretely to a 
year group e.g. subordination in Y2, or the subjunctive in Y6 and 
where an alternative activity is suggested for the additional year 
group. 

Do you cater for classes 
with more than 2 year 
groups? 

If you have mixed classes with more than two-year groups e.g. a 
Y3/4/5 class, this can be facilitated with consultant support – a       
3-year rolling programme can be developed. 

We do not want to restrict 
topics and themes. Is it 
possible to be flexible with 
Pathways to Write and 
move some units around, 
or change some of them if 
needed? 

Yes. Pathways to Write does provide a full writing curriculum but is 
also designed so that schools can tailor it to their own curriculums. 
A curriculum overview for set 1 and 2 units to link texts/writing 
curriculum to the wider curriculum is also provided as part of the 
package. If texts do not match your learning links, some could be 
moved around to ensure close links to curriculums. Further advice 
on this can be given – contact online@theliteracycompany.co.uk for 
support. 

Does it include a range of 
texts and writing 
outcomes?  

Yes. There are a range of books that drive the units including many 
high-quality picture books, novels, non-fiction texts and some 
poetry. For full coverage of the poetry curriculum, poetry units have 
been produced which link with the themes in Pathways to Write 
and are designed to be taught for a week at the start of each half 
term prior to the units to support vocabulary development.  These 
are available as separate add-on units to purchase. There are a 
range of final writing outcomes at the end of each unit: narrative 
and non-fiction, but there are many shorter writing opportunities 
built into each unit. 

Is there any guidance for 
modelled or shared 
writing during the unit? Is 

There are an extensive amount of resources and modelled /shared 
writing lessons provided within the lessons to draw upon. The 
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there an expectation that 
teachers model writing 
during the lessons? 

expectation is that teachers use these to support their own live 
modelling onto a whiteboard or flipchart. 

Our head teacher is very 
keen on Talk for Writing. Is 
this something that we 
could incorporate into 
Pathways to Write? 

Yes absolutely. Several schools use TFW and Pathways; you could be 
put in touch with one of those schools if it helps. Again, consultants 
are happy to chat through marrying up the two processes. 

Do the mastery keys begin 
in Reception or can a 
school choose to omit 
EYFS and begin from year 
1? If it does start in 
reception, will the 
Pathways to Write be 
amended for the new 
framework? 
 
Is there any planning for 
nursery? 

A school could run Pathways to write from year 1. However, many 
of the schools using it find it to be very successful with their EYFS 
(FS1 and FS2) classes.  
There are 12 core units for EYFS that cover stages of development 
for both 3- and 4- year-olds and children in reception. Therefore, 
enough units can be purchased and used for nursery classes as well 
as reception classes. 
Pathways to Write EYFS is in line with the new framework. 

How does Pathways to 
Read link with Pathways 
to Write - would the class 
be working on two texts at 
the same time? 

Your Pathways to Write text would be your writing focus (with some 
of the reading links they already have within it). Pathways to Read is 
more in depth for reading objectives and would be 20-30 mins a day 
with extracts/pages from the text. The book themes chosen in 
Pathways to Read link to the Pathways to Write themes.  
 

If any new resources are 
added to the units will 
schools who are already 
subscribed be sent a link / 
copy of the new 
resources? 

Any new units and resources we produce would be available for 
purchase at a discounted price for Pathways customers. Pathways 
to Write is paid by a one-off payment rather than a subscription 
each year. 

Are the texts included in 
the package? 

Our partner, Peters offers the full book pack on their website with 
circa 30% discount. 
The whole school pack retails for around £300. 

Are there training 
packages available if we 
wanted someone to come 
into school and support us 
with any aspects of 
writing? 

Yes, online training packages can be purchased, or staff 
meetings/insets can be delivered live in your school. For details of 
these, please contact us. 
Please note training is not essential to run the programme although 
some schools have found an initial training session to be beneficial 
for staff. 

Will the package include a 
statement that schools 
can include in their writing 
Policy and/or website for 
the approach to writing? 

Advice will be provided regarding what can be included on a 
school’s website. Any documents associated with Pathways to 
Write should not be posted on websites under our terms and 
conditions. 
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